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Welcome 
Hello everybody and welcome to the first 

edition of the PenPal Magazine. 

The PenPal Magazine was created so that 

YOU can get all your favourite posts, in one 

place. 

In this edition we have extracted some of our 

best posts (The Lord of the Rings trilogy, 

Sweatshops to Superdry, My Top Ten Reads) 

and packed them into this immense collection. 

All writing is from our blog; 

www.penpalthe.wordpress.com 

All the pictures are from other sites. 

 

To find out more visit: 

www.penpalthe.wordpress.com 

www.infodoctorwho.wordpress.com 

www.merlininfo.wordpress.com 

Or visit us on Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/penpalthe 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Doctorwhoinfo/2067

48479444510 

Alternately follow us on Twitter: 

@penpalthe 

Contents: 

1. Welcome 

2. The lord of the Rings 

3. Sweatshops to 

Superdry 

4. Mad about Pottermore 

5-6. My Top Ten Reads 

 

The Magazine: 

I created the PenPal 

magazine as part of my 

ASDAN CoPE award 

scheme.  

The challenge was: 

You must create a 

children's book or 

magazine which will cost 

£2 to print, however you 

have no money with 

which to fund it. 

YOU may have 

contributed to helping 

me achieve this 

challenge. 

Thank you 
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 The Lord of the Rings 
I may confess that I spend too much 

time watching films over and over 

again, and rarely straying out from a 

select few. However recently I have 

engaged myself with the award 

winning, Lord of the Rings trilogy. 

The stories are set on the mystical 

land of Middle-Earth, a place ruled by the evil tyrant Sauron. 

The stories mainly focus on young Frodo Baggins, a hobbit who is on a 

quest to destroy the one ring; the source of Sauron’s power and therefore 

rid Middle-Earth of Sauron forever. 

Along the way he meets loads of people such as Gandalf the Grey (played 

by Ian McKellen) and the evil creature Gollum (voiced by Andy Serkis). 

I would whole-heartedly recommend these films to anybody in need of 

something to watch, as I have really enjoyed them. 

-July 20th 2012 
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Sweatshops to Superdry 
Sweatshops are one of the 

unavoidable sins of the 

twenty first century. No 

matter where we buy our 

clothes, at whatever expense 

and from whatever source the 

truth is that they probably 

started life off in a sweatshop. 

Sweatshops are small and 
cramped buildings in poor 
countries. These buildings 
are likely to be the size of a 
small classroom and usually 
have about 30 men and women working really hard in cramped, hot 
conditions making clothes for very little pay. Ever wondered how Primark 
sells their clothes so cheap, well it’s probably because the workers who 
made it only get a hundredth of the price for which it was sold. 

Unfortunately there is very little awareness of this terrible issue. Just 
remember, when you 
are picking T-Shirts 
off the rack. Just 
remember where they 
came from.  

-July 7th 2012 

 



[Type text] 
 

4 | T h e  P e n P a l  M a g a z i n e  
 

Issue No. 01 

 

Mad about Pottermore 
I pride myself as being a 

great fan of Harry 

Potter. I have read the 

first book 16 times and 

the rest countless more 

times. I know nearly 

everything there is to 

know about the Potter 

universe and have 

memorised great chunks 

of the text. 

So I, like many others, w as very sad when the last film came out, as it marked the 

end of the time when I would always be looking forward to the release of the next 

book or film. 

However I soon heard tell about a brand new, interactive Potter website which 

would be coming online at the end of the year. Its name, Pottermore! 

6 months later than promised. I was allowed in. 

Although annoyed about having to wait so long for them to fix a couple of server 

problems, I cannot deny that the chance to explore Pottermore was exciting. You 

emerge into a bright purple ‘Gateway’ filled with mysterious swirls and graphics 

which had obviously not come cheap. 

As you explore the world of Pottermore you can see all parts of the story that you 

never see in the films and to an extent, the books either. Scattered along the way are 

objects, books and even specially written content by JK Rowling. 

You also get a chance to be sorted into one of the houses yourself. GO 

GRYFFINDOR! 

Trust me. Pottermore is amazing. Try it out. 

-April 25th 2012 
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My Top Ten Reads 
Being a quick reader can both be a blessing but also a curse and I am currently (not for the 

first time) at a loss for what to read. 

Today I am going to be sharing with you, my top ten favorite books hoping that when you 

are stuck for book ideas, you can come here. 

Please note that this list does not contain books from series. 

10. River Boy – Tim Bowler 

A strange one this is. At the time it was better than when I’m looking back. It concerns a 

young girl who is obsessed with swimming and is on holiday to a lakeside video with her 

parents and grandfather. Her grandfather is dying of cancer and yet he wants to finish his 

last painting by the riverside; River boy. 

9. The truth about Leo – David Yelland 

A young boy, still struggling with the death of his mother, is living with his alcoholic 

father. His father is getting worse and worse and soon Leo risks losing his mother’s 

memories forever. 

8. The Switch – Anthony Horowitz 

Two children, living in two different worlds. Tad son of tow 

of the richest people in the world and Bob the young circus 

boy trapped in a life of crime. And yet when a wish comes 

true and these two boys swap places they know that they 

will never live life the same again. 

7. My sister lives on the mantel piece – Annabel 

Pitcher 

Jamie’s sister Rose is dead, blown up in a terrorist attack. 

His parents are still living with the grief and Rose’s twin 

Jasmi ne is still living with the grief. Jamie just wants life to 

go back to normal. 

I don’t think the storyline is that good on this one however I 

do think that it is extremely well written. 
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6. Half Brother – Kenneth Oppel 

As the result of a scientific experiment, Ben’s family is adopting a young chimpanzee to 

monitor how it grows up in a human environment. Little do they know how much trouble 

this monkey will cause. 

5. Holes – Louis Sachar 

Stanley is convicted for stealing a pair of shoes and is sent to work at Camp Greenlake. An 

establishment where everybody digs holes. However soon Stanley unearths the truth 

behind Camp Greenlake. 

4. Millions – Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Told from the point of view of Damian, a ten year old dyslexic boy, we see the tale of the 

two brothers who find Millions of pounds. 

3. Watership Down – Richard Adams 

One of the most moving classics I have ever read it tells the tale of a gang or rabbits who 

set sail to find a new home after their forest was destroyed. This novel is truly brilliant and 

I would recommend it to anyone. 

2. Exchange – Paul Magrs 

Very close to coming first this one, it’s all about a 

boy who lives with his grandparents. He and his 

nan both share a passion for reading. Then one day 

they stumble across and new and magical 

bookshop; The Exchange. 

1. Junk – Melvin Burgess 

Probably the best, young adult, book I have ever 

read. Junk follows the story of two teenagers, Tar 

and Gemma, as they confront the world of heroin 

and fall spectacularly. 

-June 21st 2012 


